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Exports are attributed to the country which is the last known destination of the 
goods at the time of export. (Many primary products are shipped to entrepot points, 
particularly in Europe, for re-export to the ultimate destination which is unknown when 
the goods leave Canada.) The country classification employed by Statistics Canada is 
designed for purposes of economic geography and therefore does not reflect the views 
or intentions of the federal government on international issues of recognition, 
sovereignty or jurisdiction. 

Reconciliation. Canadian trade statistics rarely agree with the counterpart statistics of its 
trading partners. The major factors contributing to the discrepancies are differences in 
concepts and collection procedures. Conceptual differences are most common in 
statistical treatment of special categories of trade such as military supplies, government-
financed gifts of commodities, postal and express shipments, tourist purchases, bunker 
and warehouse trade, in the definition of territorial areas, and in the system of crediting 
trade by countries. Differences in collection procedures lead to discrepancies in 
valuation, since the value of trade can be based on customs value, transaction value, or 
fair market value with or without the inclusion of transportation charges; in timing, 
since the definition of a statistical month or year can differ; and in the capture of trade 
data, since the documentation of export trade tends to be less closely monitored than 
import trade. The United States and Canada have agreed on concepts and definitions 
describing a framework within which it has been possible to reconcile differences in 
trade statistics published by the two countries. 

Indexes of price and volume. The price indexes in Table 19.33 are current-weighted and 
are calculated from price relatives based on 1971 = 100. The weights are trade 
quantities for the month, quarter or year lo which the index refers and hence change 
from period to period. The volume index is derived by dividing a value index by the 
corresponding current-weighted price index. The resulting volume index is, therefore, 
weighted with fixed 1971 price weights. The price indicators selected are either 
commodity unit values calculated directly from the trade statistics or, particularly in the 
case of end products, price indexes obtained from other Canadian or foreign statistics. 

An explanation of the methodology used to construct the indexes is contained in a 
reference paper entitled The 1971-based price and volume indexes of Canada's external 
trade, published in December 1976 as a supplement to Summary of external trade 
(Statistics Canada Catalogue 65-001). 

Principal trading areas. The principal trading areas shown in some tables include 
groupings which are defined as follows: other EEC — Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands (the 
UK is also a member of the EEC but is shown separately because of the importance of its 
trade with Canada); other OECD — Austria, Finland, Greece, Iceland, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Australia and New Zealand (the EEC 
countries. United States, Japan and Canada are also members of OECD); other 
America — defined as all countries and territories of North and South America (other 
than the United States and Canada) including Greenland, Bermuda and Puerto Rico. 

19.4 Federal trade services 
Canada's economy continues to be vitally dependent on international trade. 
Competition among industrial nations is intense and increased exports are not easy to 
achieve. A successful export trade can only be assured by combining good products, 
efficient production and aggressive, intelligent marketing with government support. 

Federal government support is provided through the industry, trade and commerce 
department and the Export Development Corporation. The department assists 
Canadian industry throughout the complete cycle — from research, design and 
development through production to marketing of the finished product. The Export 
Development Corporation, a Crown agency which reports to Parliament through the 
minister of industry, trade and commerce, provides insurance, guarantees, loans and 
other financial facilities to help Canadian exporters. 


